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1. Executive Summary

Who is the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany?

= According to assessments by the German government research, the number of
individuals ideologically or organizationally linked to the Muslim Brotherhood
network in Germany is estimated at approximately 12,000 (as of 2024). Notable
concentrations are found in North Rhine-Westphalia, Berlin, Bavaria, and Baden-
Wirttemberg, with the majority of supporters belonging to the Turkish branch of
the network.

= |n recent years, there has been an increase in German governmental oversight of
Islamist actors and financial infrastructures associated with the Muslim
Brotherhood. However, decentralized operational patterns, the use of front
associations, and organizational rebranding enable the network to maintain
organizational and functional continuity.

= |n Germany, several core organizations - identified with the Muslim Brotherhood -
operate to build influence “from the bottom up” through education, religious
outreach and leadership training, while maintaining a moderate public profile:

o German Muslim Community (DMG) - an umbrella organization encompassing
dozens of Sunni Muslim associations and mosques in Germany

o Muslim Youth in Germany (MJD) - the youth movement of DMG

o Islamic Community Milli Gorls (IGMG) - an umbrella organization representing
mosques and associations of Muslims of Turkish origin residing in Germany

o Council of Imams and Scholars in Germany (RIGD) - an institution for training Muslim
religious personnel

o European Institute for Human Sciences (EIHW) - a Muslim training framework for
leadership development

= Although the above organizations deny affiliation with the Muslim Brotherhood,
assessments by German security authorities, links to European Muslim Brotherhood
organizations, and the nature of their activities indicate a clear association with the

movement.
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A network of organizations that conceals a “core leadership nucleus” composed of a

small number of senior figures

e From the outside, the organizations within the network appear independent and
distinct. However, a closer examination of these entities and their senior leadership
reveals close ties and significant overlap among key figures across different
organizations. In practice, this reflects a coordinated group of senior activists
guiding the network’s activities - effectively a “core leadership nucleus.”

e The network operates through two complementary branches: an Arab branch, led
by German Muslim Community (DMG), and a Turkish branch, led by Islamic
Community Milli Gorls (IGMG), which is affiliated with the Milli Gériis movement.
While each branch engages different target populations, both advance a worldview
rooted in political Islam and gradual institutional influence.

e The organizations Muslim Youth in Germany (MJD), Council of Imams and Scholars
in Germany (RIGD), and European Institute for Human Sciences (EIHW) operate an
infrastructure for education, imam training, and the development of young
leadership within the Muslim community in Germany. While externally framed as
community-oriented and apolitical, their activities contribute to the construction of
a continuous institutional-ideological framework associated with the Muslim
Brotherhood network.

e The various organizations described above function separately but are
interconnected through a core group of key figures. This “control nucleus” is led by
Ibrahim El-Zayat, a senior figure in the Arab branch, who is also linked through family
ties to the leadership of the Turkish branch and has also held senior roles within

Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated financing bodies.
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Close ties with pan-European Muslim Brotherhood organizations, as well as with

orgnizations in Qatar and Turkey

e Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations operating in Germany maintain links
with pan-European Muslim Brotherhood bodies, foreign organizations associated
with the movement in Qatar and Turkey, and German-based organizations
connected to Hamas.

o Key figures within the Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany- notably Ibrahim
El-Zayat and Samir Falah - have concurrently held leadership positions within
German Muslim Community (DMG) and in the Muslim Brotherhood’s European
umbrella frameworks. This dual role has created a mechanism that ensures close
personal coordination between the national and European levels.

e The German Islamic Community Milli Goérids (IGMG) maintains publicly
acknowledged ties with Turkish governmental actors, most prominently with Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

e Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations in Germany maintain only limited
cooperation with far-left and radical-left organizations in Germany that initiate

activities directed against Israel or Jewish communities.
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An extensive financing network including investments, foreigh donations, and local

contributions

e The Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany relies on an economic infrastructure
that includes charitable associations and donations, real estate funds, and a range
of business entities.

e The Europe Trust functions as the network’s investment and real estate arm,
holding a large-scale real estate complex in Berlin that serves as an operational
hub for actors affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood.

e Charitable foundations linked to the network, as well as projects implemented by
it, receive funding from foreign actors in the Middle East, including charitable
foundations in Qatar and Kuwait.

e Senior German Muslim Brotherhood figure Ibrahim El-Zayat is connected to the
movement’s international financial network: he has served on the board of Islamic
Relief Worldwide (designated in Israel as a terrorist organization) and has also

been a board member of Europe Trust.
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Incitement by Muslim Brotherhood—affiliated organizations in Germany, and unlawful

activity

e Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations in Germany generally present a
moderate public image in their communications - particularly on social media -
largely avoiding overt incitement against Israel or Jews. Instead, these organizations
(especially German Muslim Community as the leading body) emphasize messages
of non-extremism, interfaith dialogue, and distance from violence.

e At the same time, these organizations are well aware that local security services
maintain ongoing monitoring of their activities. Accordingly, it cannot be ruled out
that they continue to promote more extreme agendas beneath the surface, in
arenas that are less exposed to oversight and not transparent to the public.

e Despite this caution, instances of statements expressing support for terrorism do
occasionally surface:

e The chairman of Islamic Community Milli Géris (IGMG) described the Hamas attack
of October 7 as a “large-scale operation” carried out in response to Israeli actions,
and subsequently called for “concrete actions” against Israel.

e In May 2025, the Bielefeld branch of Islamic Community Milli Goris (IGMG)
published a video from the funeral of the perpetrator of a stabbing attack in
Jerusalem, accompanied by the caption “the martyr of Jerusalem.”

e Imam Farid Haider, a lecturer in programs of the European Institute for Human

Sciences (EIHW), has published videos justifying the October 7 attack.
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Mapping th Muslim Brotherhood—affiliated organizations in Germany

No direct link has been identified; rather, an indirect
connection exists through funding entities.
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2. Current Situation - Mapping the Muslim Brotherhood in
the Country

The Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany has operated since the 1950s through a
decentralized, multilayered, and informal structure, while deliberately avoiding
registration as a single legal entity. The network operates under the guise of “civil society”
and is based on an extensive array of local associations, mosques, youth organizations,
educational institutions, and religious umbrella bodies.This strategy enables it to !
deepen its foothold within Germany’s Muslim community over time while maintaining

ambiguity regarding its ideological affiliation with the Muslim Brotherhood.

According to recent assessments by German security authorities, foremost among them
the Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz (BfV), the number of individuals ideologically or
organizationally linked to the Arab Muslim Brotherhood network in the country - and
specifically to the DMG - was estimated at approximately 1,450 as of 2024,a significant 2
increase from the previous 2019 estimate of roughly 1,040 individuals.With regard to 3
the Turkish branch, the German establishment estimates that the Milli Gériis movement
has approximately 10,000 supporters in the country. The network’s activity is not
distributed evenly across Germany, but is concentrated primarily in key federal states
such as North Rhine-Westphalia, Berlin, Bavaria, and Baden-Wirttemberg, where
substantial Muslim populations and well-established community infrastructures enable

sustained long-term activity.

The Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany has developed along two principal and

complementary axes:*

1 https://weimers.se/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/UTMB _Report CW_FBB TV 28 10 25 Pages.pdf
2 https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/downloads/DE/publikationen/themen/sicherheit/BMI125029-
vsb2024.pdf? blob=publicationFile&v=5

3 https://www.bundestag.de/webarchiv/presse/hib/2019 04/634596-634596

4 https://global-watch-analysis.com/en/allemagne-tout-a-commence-par-une-mosquee-a-munich/

9
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The Arab branch: represented by the Deutsche Muslimische Gemeinschaft (DMG)

(formerly IGD - Islamische Gemeinschaft in Deutschland), which focuses on the Arab

community in Germany and on international connections.

The Turkish branch: represented by the Islamische Gemeinschaft Milli Gériis (IGMG),
which operates within the broader Milli Gériis movement and promotes an agenda of

political Islam among Germany’s large Turkish community.

The operational patterns of organizations associated with the Muslim Brotherhood in
Germany point to a structured legalist strategy aimed at influencing society and the state
“from the bottom up” through education, institutional dialogue, and integration into civic

spaces, without resorting to overt violence.

A. The principal organizations associated with the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany

German Muslim Community (Deutsche Muslimische Gemeinschaft - DMG)

Formerly: The Islamic Community of Germany (Islamische Gemeinschaft in

Deutschland - IGD)

The German Muslim Community (DMG) is identified by Germany’s security services as the
core Muslim Brotherhood organization in the country, operating in opposition to the
values of the democratic order.The organization was established in the late 1950s at °
the initiative of senior Muslim Brotherhood activists who had gone into exile from the
Middle East, foremost among them Said Ramadan, the son-in-law of Hassan al-Banna,
founder of the Muslim Brotherhood movement. The DMG functions as an informal
umbrella organization for mosques, associations, and educational initiatives across

Germany, and conducts systematic activity in the fields of da‘wa, religious education, and

5 https://www.dokumentationsstelle.at/fileadmin/dpi/publikationen/DPI_MB_AustriaGermany.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20140715110838/http://www.verfassungsschutz.de/download/vsbericht-2013.pdf

10
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community leadership training, while avoiding any public declaration of affiliation with

the Muslim Brotherhood.®

Social media

Platform Followers
Facebook 4.8K
Twitter (X) 284
Instagram 978
Youtube 276
Websit _
Drontheimer Str. 32a,
Address 13359 Berlin
Phone number 030/48620092

Over the years, the DMG has served as an incubator for the growth of affiliated
organizations and complementary branches, including youth organizations, institutions
for the training of imams, and European umbrella bodies, most notably the Federation of
Islamic Organizations in Europe (FIOE) and the Forum of European Muslim Youth and
Student Organizations (FEMYSO). Senior figures within the organization have
simultaneously held key positions at the European level, thereby creating an
organizational and ideological continuum between activity in Germany and the Muslim
Brotherhood’s broader continental network. Official reports emphasize that the

organization does not promote overt violence, but rather works to disseminate a

6 https://mi.sachsen-anhalt.de/verfassungsschutz/themenfelder/islamismus/muslimbruderschaft-mb-/-deutsche-muslimische-
gemeinschaft-e-v-dmg

11


https://mi.sachsen-anhalt.de/verfassungsschutz/themenfelder/islamismus/muslimbruderschaft-mb-/-deutsche-muslimische-gemeinschaft-e-v-dmg
https://mi.sachsen-anhalt.de/verfassungsschutz/themenfelder/islamismus/muslimbruderschaft-mb-/-deutsche-muslimische-gemeinschaft-e-v-dmg
https://www.facebook.com/dmgonlinede/
https://x.com/dmgonlinede
https://www.instagram.com/dmgonlinede/
https://www.youtube.com/@deutschemuslimischegemeins7115/videos
https://www.dmgonline.de/
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comprehensive Islamist worldview aimed at exerting long-term influence over society and
state institutions through the construction of communal and educational infrastructures
grounded in the principles of Sharia. 7 According to official assessments by German

security authorities, the DMG has approximately 1,450 members.2

In November 2017, the organization began a process of rebranding, changing its name
from IGD to Deutsche Muslimische Gemeinschaft (DMG), and completed the formal
registration change in 2018.In May 2019, it relocated its headquarters from Cologne to °
Berlin. These steps have been interpreted by research and security bodies as an explicit
attempt to soften its public image, against the backdrop of media reporting and official
assessments linking the DMG to the Muslim Brotherhood. In this context, the organization
also initiated legal proceedings against its inclusion in federal security reports. In
September 2021, the DMG announced that it was withdrawing the lawsuit, citing
resource considerations and legal strategy, without any judicial ruling on the substance

of the petition.1©

At the same time, the organization deepened its involvement in broader Islamist forums,
including international conferences attended by representatives of the Milli Gériis

movement and the global leadership of the Muslim Brotherhood.*!

In 2019, the organization was suspended from the Central Council of Muslims in Germany
(ZMD)security reports and its alleged following controversy over its inclusion in *?
affiliation with the Muslim Brotherhood.However, even after changes to its name and 3
organizational structure over the years, the organization continues to be classified by
German security authorities as a central actor in the Muslim Brotherhood network in the

country.

7 https://www.dokumentationsstelle.at/fileadmin/dpi/publikationen/DPl_MB_AustriaGermany.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20140715110838/http://www.verfassungsschutz.de/download/vsbericht-2013.pdf

8 https://www.europarabct.com

9 https://berichte.lfv.hessen.de/2019/Islamismus.html

10 https://www.dmgonline.de/medien/artikel/dmg-verzichtet-auf-weiterfuehrung-der-klage-gegen-das-innenministerium/
11 https://berichte.lfv.hessen.de/2019/Islamismus.html

12 https://www.bpb.de/themen/islamismus/dossier-islamismus/290422/die-muslimbruderschaft-in-deutschland/
https://www.global-influence-ops.com/wiki/central-council-of-muslims-in-germany/

13 https://berichte.lfv.hessen.de/2019/Islamismus.html

12
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The DMG also maintains links to the Muslim Brotherhood’s European network. As noted,

in 1989 the IGD in Germany was one of the principal Muslim Brotherhood organizations
from which the pan-European body FIOE emerged; in 2020, FIOE changed its name to the
Council of European Muslims (CEM). In 2018, Samir Falah, who was then serving as
president of the DMG in Germany, was also elected the eleventh president of FIOE,
thereby illustrating a common and deliberate pattern of overlapping positions: many
senior FIOE figures simultaneously occupy key roles in national Brotherhood
organizations, ensuring close personal coordination between the European and national

levels.

The German domestic intelligence authority LfV has repeatedly described the DMG as the
German branch of FIOE/CEM and as a “key member” of the pan-European umbrella

organization. ¥

The Muslim Youth in Germany (Die Muslimische Jugend in Deutschland -MJD)

A Muslim youth organization that has operated throughout Germany since the 1990s and
conducts educational and community-based activities among young people.The %
organization presents itself as independent and moderate; however, according to
assessments by German security authorities, it functions as a youth organization linked
to the DMG, which is regarded as the principal arm of the Muslim Brotherhood in the

country.t®

Social media

14 https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs5746/files/2023-09/verbatim-final 0.pdf
15 https://muslimischejugend.de/about/
16 https://www.kas.de/de/web/extremismus/islamismus/die-muslimbruderschaft-in-deutschland

13
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Platform Followers

Facebook 23K

Instagram 4.6K

Youtube 419

Website ]

Address GrolRbeerenstrale 60,
10965 Berlin

In January 2023, the organization achieved a legal success when it reached a settlement
with the BfV regarding the reports issued between 2015 and 2017. As part of the
settlement, the authorities agreed to remove the designation of the organization as an
“extremist organization” and instead classify it under the more limited category of

“reporting based on suspicion.”’

The activities of the MID illustrate the emphasis placed by the Muslim Brotherhood
network on long-term influence over the younger generation, through educational and
communal frameworks that appear moderate outwardly but are integrated into the

movement’s broader ideological infrastructure.®

The MID also has links to pan-European Muslim Brotherhood activity. Although the
website of the pan-European Brotherhood youth organization FEMYSO does not currently
(as of 2026) identify the German youth organization MJD as one of its branches, German
academic sources previously described the MJD (in 2020) as a member of FEMYSO.The °
same characterization was also made by the German intelligence service of the state of

Baden-Wirttemberg in a 2012 report.?°

17 https://muslimischejugend.de/presseinfo-18-03-2023/

18 https://berichte.lfv.hessen.de/2019/Islamismus.html

19 https://www.landtag.nrw.de/portal/WWW/dokumentenarchiv/Dokument/MMD17-10201.pdf

20 https://im.baden-wuerttemberg.de/fileadmin/redaktion/m-im/intern/dateien/publikationen/Verfassungsschutzbericht-2012.pdf

14
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Islamic Community Milli Goriis (Islamische Gemeinschaft Milli Goriis - IGMG)

The Islamic Community Milli Goris (IGMG) is identified by German security authorities as
a major Islamist organization that works to construct closed communal-religious spaces
through education, da‘wa, and the expansion of religious and community infrastructures.
Its activities reflect ideological, structural, and functional affinities with the Islamist 2?

orientation of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Social media

Platform Followers
Facebook 39K
Twitter (X) 11K
Instagram 20.3K
Website -

Address KantenstrafSe 13, 51069

Koln

Phone number +49 221 942240100

The organization operates as part of a broader European Islamist ecosystem alongside
bodies associated with the Muslim Brotherhood, including within regional religious
coalitions (such as Schura groups), and seeks to expand its presence and influence in
Germany’s public and political sphere. Its leadership has refrained from clearly distancing
itself from violent Islamist organizations and has refused to define Hamas as a terrorist

organization.

2 https://www.global-influence-ops.com/german-churches-criticized-for-allying-with-ditib-and-igmg/

15
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Moreover, the website of the pan-European Muslim Brotherhood youth organization
FEMYSO currently (as of 2026) identifies the Turkish-German youth and student activity
of IGMG as one of its official branches.-Beyond this, no additional links to pan 22
European Muslim Brotherhood organizations have been identified. It should be borne in
mind that IGMG represents the Turkish Islamist movement and, as such, maintains a

certain degree of separation from pan-European Muslim Brotherhood institutions, which

are more closely associated with Arab Islamists.

IGMG maintains institutional ties with Turkey and with political Islamist currents there,
including the transfer of funds to Islamist parties and the employment of imams affiliated

with the Turkish Directorate of Religious Affairs.

Between DMG and Millt Goriis there exists a clear ideological and functional affinity,
based on the promotion of a political Islamist agenda through communal, educational,
and institutional means. Within this wider constellation, (discussed in greater detail
below) Ibrahim El-Zayat?® constitutes a central link between Arab and Turkish Islamist
networks operating in Germany and across Europe, inter alia through his active 2*
involvement in the management of assets and the economic activities of the Milli Gériis

movement in Germany and the Netherlands.?

At the same time, El-Zayat’s connection to the leadership of the Turkish Islamist current
is also grounded in a direct family tie: he is married to Sabiha Erbakan, a member of the
Erbakan family, which founded and long dominated the movement’s leadership. Her
brother, Mehmet Sabri Erbakan, is a former leader of IGMG in Germany. 2° This

relationship further reinforces El-Zayat’s integration into the movement’s leadership

22 https://femyso.org/we-are-femyso/member-organisations/

23 https://www.meforum.org/middle-east-quarterly/the-muslim-brotherhoods-conquest-of-europe

24 https://global-watch-analysis.com/en/allemagne-tout-a-commence-par-une-mosquee-a-munich/

25 https://trendsresearch.org/insight/finance-network-of-muslim-brotherhood-in-the-west-forms-and-manifestation/
https://www.meforum.org/middle-east-quarterly/the-muslim-brotherhoods-conquest-of-europe

26 https://www.global-influence-ops.com/german-intelligence-says-milli-gorus-pushes-ahead-with-steady-expansion-of-its-

infrastructure/

16
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circles in Europe: he serves as a member of the Board of Trustees of Milli Goriis and is

embedded in a broad array of economic, communal, and religious activity.?’

Father Uncle
Faroug El-Zayat Necmettin Erbakan
Imam of the Marburg mosque, Leader of Turkish Islamism,
involved in Islamic student organizations founder of the Milli Gérlis movement
Wife Brother
Ibrahim El-Zayat SabihaErbakan ——  — Mehmet SabriErbakan
Muslim Brotherhood Representative in Germany Aformerleader of IGMG
former Chairman of IGD
former President of FEMYSO

El-Zayat’s Family ties

Experts in the field point out that the El-Zayat and Erbakan families effectively manage an
“integrated system” of organizations: the Erbakan family concentrates on the
radicalization of the Turkish community in Germany, while the El-Zayat family focuses on
building infrastructure, financing, and organizing the Arab community and Islamist

organizations associated with the Muslim Brotherhood.

Alongside the ideological and structural affinity between IGMG and the Milli Gériis
current, there are also public and well-documented ties between the organization’s
leadership and the Turkish government. A prominent example is the meeting between
the organization’s chairman, Kemal Erglin, and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in
November 2022. Ergiin publicized the meeting and stated that he had attended at the
official invitation of the President’s Office. This direct connection with the highest political
echelon in Turkey indicates the status of IGMG as a significant arm within the broader

structure of Turkish influence in Europe.

27 https://en.imarabic.com/from-turkey-to-germany-how-the-muslim-brotherhood-manages-its-funds-in-europe/
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Official meeting between IGMG Chairman Kemal Ergiin and Turkish President Erdogan (3 November 2022)

Council of Imams and Scholars in Germany (Rat der Imame und Gelehrten in

Deutschland - RIGD)

The Council of Imams and Scholars in Germany was established in Frankfurt in 2004.
According to assessments by research and security bodies, the organization maintains
organizational and ideological ties to the DMG and constitutes part of the religious

infrastructure of the Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany.?®

Social media

Platform Followers
Facebook 10K, last activity in 2021
Address Eichenstrasse 41, 65933
Frankfurt am Main
Phone Number 0049 — 7933975771

28 https://www.kas.de/de/web/extremismus/islamismus/die-muslimbruderschaft-in-deutschland
https://berichte.lfv.hessen.de/2019/Islamismus.html
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The council’s activity parallels that of the European Council for Fatwa and Research (ECFR)

at the European level, and it seeks to establish religious-legal authority on matters of
Qur’anic interpretation and Islamic jurisprudence for Muslims living in Germany.lts 2°
activities are supported, inter alia, through cooperation and funding from Qatar Charity,

which supports Islamist networks in Europe.

RIGD is included among the circle of organizations monitored by German security
authorities as part of the Muslim Brotherhood milieu, inter alia because of its attempt to
establish itself as a nationwide religious authority while operating within a legal

framework.3°

At present, Taha Suleiman Amer serves as chairman of the council and as one of the
senior religious figures within the Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany and Europe.
His predecessor, Khaled Hanafy, has likewise been identified®! over the years by research

and security bodies as a religious figure linked to the Muslim Brotherhood network.

European Institute for Human Sciences (Europiisches Institut fiir Humanwissenschaften

- EIHW)

EIHW - the European Institute for Human Sciences - was established in Frankfurt in 2012
as an association, inspired by parallel institutions associated with the Muslim
Brotherhood network in the United Kingdom - the European Institute of Human Sciences
(EIHS) - and in France - the Institut Européen des Sciences Humaines (IESH) - and began

its educational activities in 2013.32

23 https://islam.de/files/pdf/rigd ramadanfest 2011.pdf
30 https://thearabcenter.org

31 https://thearabcenter.org

32 https://berichte.lfv.hessen.de/2019/Islamismus.html
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Social media

Platform Followers
Facebook 3.7K
Twitter (X) 27
Address EichenstraRe 41, 65933
Frankfurt am Main
Phone Number +49 1573 6589540

The institute serves as an ideological and religious training framework for activists and
senior figures associated with the Muslim Brotherhood and the DMG in Germany. It is
regarded as a strategic training institution designed to disseminate the Muslim
Brotherhood’s Islamist worldview and to ensure ideological continuity through religious

studies, language instruction, and leadership formation.

The German magazine Frankfurter Rundschau previously argued that EIHW was
supported by the pan-European Muslim Brotherhood organization FIOE/CEM, which in
fact also encouraged the establishment of the institute as part of a broader effort to
create a network of similar institutions across Europe. 33 Although the German branch,

EIHW, is not a formal member of CEM, a clear organizational affinity exists.

Bhttps://www.fr.de/frankfurt/problematisches-islaminstitut-11224124.html
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Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations in Germany - summary table

Organization name

Essence

Main areas of activity

Prominent anti-Israeli

activity

German Muslim

Community - DMG

The Muslim Youth in

Germany - MJD

Islamic Community

Milli Gériis - IGMG

Council of Imams and
Scholars in Germany -

RIGD

An umbrella
organization of Sunni
Muslims in Germany

and the core

organization of the
Muslim Brotherhood’s
Arab branch in the

country.

A Muslim youth
organization operating

throughout Germany.

An umbrella
organization of
Muslims of Turkish
origin in Germany and
the core organization
of the Muslim
Brotherhood’s Turkish

branch in the country.

Council of Imams and

Scholars in Germany

21

An umbrella
organization for
mosques, associations,
and educational
bodies; engaged in
da‘wa activity and the
training of community

leadership.

Educational and
community-based
activity among young
people; affiliated with
the DMG.

An umbrella
organization of
mosques and
associations; engaged

in religious education,

da‘wa, and community
infrastructure-building;

affiliated with the Milli

GOriis movement.

Training of Muslim
religious personnel;
consolidation of
nationwide religious-

legal authority.

Not identified

Not identified

Publication of a video
from a terrorist’s

funeral; content

justifying the 7 October

attack.

Not identified
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European Institute for A Muslim training Ideological and Lecturers in the study
Human Sciences - institute for leaders. religious training; programs published
EIHW religious and language @ content justifying the 7
studies; leadership October attack.
formation.

B. Key figures in the German Muslim Brotherhood:

The leadership of the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany does not operate in an open or
formal manner, and the movement avoids publishing an explicit chain of command. At
the same time, its leading figures are appointed openly, and according to security and
media sources, there are individuals of Arab and Turkish origin who continue to play
central roles in associations and umbrella organizations linked to the network, even after
leaving their formal positions. Among the most prominent names mentioned in this
context are lbrahim El-Zayat, who is described as a key figure in the DMG and as a
representative of the Muslim Brotherhood’s network of ties at the European level; and
his close associate, Samir Falah, who succeeded him in the leadership of the DMG and

later also served as chairman of FIOE/CEM.

Ibrahim El-Zayat

Born in 1968 in Marburg, Germany, he is a German activist of
Egyptian origin who is regarded as a central figure in European
networks associated with the Muslim Brotherhood, particularly
in Germany.Hartwig Moller, former head of the security 34

services in North Rhine-Westphalia, described him as “a spider

spinning the spider’s web of Islamist organizations,” reflecting

his involvement across a wide range of European entities. Although he has denied formal

34 https://www.dokumentationsstelle.at/fileadmin/dpi/publikationen/DPl_MB_AustriaGermany.pdf
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membership in the movement, research sources and official publications attribute to him
systematic involvement in virtually all of the network’s principal bodies in Europe. The
official khwanweb website, which is associated with the movement, explicitly identified
him as a member, and he also lost a lawsuit against a German member of parliament who
had described him as a “senior figure in the Muslim Brotherhood.”Although he 3
generally avoids public exposure, he did participate in a joint conference of Turkish actors

and Muslim Brotherhood representatives held in January 2019 in Cologne, his city of

residence.3®

Between 2002 and 2010, El-Zayat headed the DMG and was also active within European
umbrella organizations such as FIOE, IESH, and FEMYSO. His brother, Bilal El-Zayat®’, was

one of the co-founders of the MID. 38

In 2022, it was reported that El-Zayat had been removed from the Central Council of
Muslims in Germany (Zentralrat der Muslime in Deutschland - ZMD) due to his ideological
and organizational ties to the Muslim Brotherhood network. Despite this removal, El-
Zayat continues to operate within international Islamic networks.During an official 3°
visit to South Africa in May 2024, he headed a delegation on behalf of the International
Union of Muslim Scholars (IUMS), a Qatar-based body historically associated with the

Muslim Brotherhood.*°

Business activity and networks of political influence
El-Zayat played a central role in financing and establishing Islamic infrastructures in
Germany. His activities included the management of large-scale projects, such as the

construction of a mosque in North Rhine-Westphalia at a cost of approximately €1.5

35 https://www.dokumentationsstelle.at/fileadmin/dpi/publikationen/DPI_MB_AustriaGermany.pdf
https://www.israelhayom.com/2025/12/07/muslim-brotherhood-infiltration-europe-eu-funding-exposed/

36 https://global-watch-analysis.com/en/une-alliance-secrete-gataro-turque-pour-soutenir-les-freres-musulmans-en-europe/

37 https://www.dokumentationsstelle.at/fileadmin/dpi/publikationen/DPI_MB _AustriaGermany.pdf
https://www.globalmbwatch.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/The-Muslim-Brotherhood-in-Belgium.pdf

38 https://trendsresearch.org/insight/finance-network-of-muslim-brotherhood-in-the-west-forms-and-manifestation/

39 https://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/1234/476371/Egypt/Foreign-Affairs/Supreme-Council-of-German-Muslims-drops-
membership.aspx

https://trendsresearch.org/insight/trends-muslim-brotherhoods-international-power-index-2022-2023/

40 https://iumsonline.org/en/ContentDetails.aspx?1D=35404
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million.Beyond advising on and overseeing dozens of construction and renovation #

projects, he provided Muslim communities in Europe with comprehensive services in
the fields of insurance and investment management. Between 2002 and 2022, he was
involved in a variety of companies in Germany and held a series of managerial positions,
while maintaining extensive activity through a multiplicity of business entities, primarily

in the areas of real estate, asset management, and consultancy.*
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El-Zayat’s network of companies and business ties in Germany, 2002-2022

As part of a strategy of “soft power” and penetration into state institutions, El-Zayat
operates an extensive network of key female figures who work in coordination with him
and with his wife, Sabiha.A prominent example is provided by Lydia Nofal and Nina %3
Mihe, who are linked to El-Zayat both personally and through institutions such as the
Inssan association.Nofal, who has held senior positions within the SPD and in advisory **

bodies to the Berlin government, succeeded in securing substantial government budgets

41 https://www.globalmbwatch.com/2019/08/19/german-muslim-brotherhood-leader-helping-to-fund-new-1-5-million-euro-
mosque-in-germany/

42 https://www.northdata.com/El-Zayat,%20lbrahim%20Farouk,%20Bornheim/17x9

4 https://al-ain.com/article/muslim-brotherhood-women-faces-germany

4 https://vunv1863.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/berlin-die-marketing-abteilung/
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- estimated in the millions of euros - for projects associated with the network, under the

cover of combating Islamophobia.

Links to charitable organizations and the humanitarian sphere

El-Zayat held senior and ongoing roles in the charity Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW),
serving both as a board member and as a trustee, and was also involved in the activities
of the organization’s European branches.These positions connected European #°
Muslim Brotherhood networks to a global system of fundraising and humanitarian

activity, through which substantial sums were transferred by means of ostensibly

legitimate civil mechanisms.

El-Zayat also sat on the board of Europe Trust, a UK-registered charity established as a
financial conduit for FIOE/CEM, and assisted in channeling funds to Islamic projects across
the continent.He further served as the European representative of the World Assembly 46
of Muslim Youth (WAMY),an international youth organization that manages charitable 4’
initiatives focused on young people and disseminates a radical Islamist ideology in various

arenas.

Samir Falah

A German citizen of Tunisian origin residing in Berlin,he is 48

regarded as a senior figure in the European Muslim Brotherhood

network and a close associate of Ibrahim El-Zayat.He served as #°

president of the DMG in Germany from 2010 to 2018, and
subsequently headed FIOE/CEM between 2018 and 2022.ion, he served as In addit *°

45 https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/officers/MXfVRVYomoCu9-ZGCyr1T9yY1r4/appointments
https://aijac.org.au/australia-israel-review/humanitarians-or-hamas-sympathisers/

46 https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB113582317237133576

47 https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/15/018/1501820.pdf

48 https://thearabcenter.org/%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD/

4 https://www.bpb.de/themen/islamismus/dossier-islamismus/290422/die-muslimbruderschaft-in-deutschland/

50 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=461619508713258
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Secretary-General of a European organization dedicated to supporting and establishing
mosques, which manages approximately 300 mosques in Germany and is involved in

mosque-construction projects across Europe.®?

Falah delivering a speech at an IGD conference in Germany, 2011

Khallad Swaid

Current role: DMG President

President of the DMG since 2018.He previously served as >?

chairman of the MJD and held various positions in European and

international bodies associated with the Muslim Brotherhood,

including FEMYSO. > At the same time, he is active in the civilian

sphere as a quality-management consultant.>

51 https://thearabcenter.org/%D8%B3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD/
52 https://www.dmgonline.de/dmg/ueber-uns/

53 https://vunv1863.wordpress.com/2018/07/31/igd-neuer-praesident/

54 https://www.linkedin.com/in/khalladswaid/

https://swaid.consulting/
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Taha Sulaiman Amer

Current position: Chairman of RIGD and Head of the

Department of Da‘wa and Introduction to Islam at CEM.>

An Islamic preacher and jurist, Egyptian-born and residing in

Frankfurt, Germany.He previously served as the academic °®

director of the European Institute for Human Sciences in
Frankfurt (EIHW), as well as imam of the city’s Islamic center. In May 2022, he participated
in the founding conference of the European Council of the Holy Quran, a relatively new

body associated with the international Muslim Brotherhood network.

Khaled Hanafy

Current position: Dean of EIHW, Assistant Secretary-General of

the ECFR, and Chairman of the Fatwa Committee in Germany.>’

An Egyptian cleric residing in Germany and a leading figure in the

Muslim Brotherhood network in the country. He previously

served as chairman of RIGD.Hanafy is associated with >2

religious-legal and institutional activity, and his areas of expertise include rulings on
Islamic finance as well as issues relating to the reception of refugees. In addition, he is
active within several religious-institutional frameworks associated with the Muslim

Brotherhood milieu in Europe, including the ECFR.

55 https://eumuslims.org

56 https://thearabcenter.org/%D8%B7%D9%87-%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B1/

57 https://www.e-cfr.org/blog/2019/01/24/

%8 https://www.bpb.de/themen/islamismus/dossier-islamismus/290422/die-muslimbruderschaft-in-deutschland/
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Kemal Ergiin

Current position: Chairman of IGMG.>®

Born in Turkey, he immigrated to Germany in the early 1990s

and previously served as imam of the central IGMG mosque in

Frankfurt. In 2011, he was elected chairman of IGMG.

9 https://www.igmg.org/tr/vorsitzender/
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3. Incitement by German Muslim Brotherhood-identified
organizations, against Jews, Israel, and Zionism

DMG

An analysis of the organization’s activity across its social media channels indicates that its
level of digital activity is relatively low. The content it publishes is generally religious in
nature and does not include direct statements against the State of Israel or the Jewish
community. The organization appears to maintain a low public profile and does not use

these platforms to promote overt political messages.

The organization’s social media content focuses primarily on basic religious guidance,
greetings for Muslim holidays, and similar matters. In 2022, for example, it published
Christmas greetings addressed to Christians. On other occasions, it expressed concern for
Muslims harmed in different parts of the world, such as following the earthquake in

Turkey or after a terrorist attack targeting Muslims in New Zealand.

The organization’s website includes a page addressing the situation of Palestinians in
Gaza. 0 Published during the war, the page asks what Muslims in Germany can do in
response to hunger, war crimes, and genocide. It calls on readers to raise their voices
against injustice, demand an end to hostilities, and support the immediate delivery of
humanitarian aid to civilians in Gaza. Muslims are also encouraged to pray and to donate
through recognized humanitarian relief organizations. In addition, the page recommends
that Muslims educate themselves on the modern history of Palestine, including through
the works of the historian llan Pappé, and follow news coverage as well as the social
media accounts of organizations working on behalf of Palestinians, such as the Red Cross,
the United Nations, UNRWA, and B’Tselem. The organization urges Muslims to use
peaceful, lawful, and creative means to raise awareness of the suffering of the war’s

victims.

80 https://www.dmgonline.de/medien/artikel/aufruf-gaza-1/
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e The organization’s official Facebook page has been inactive since March 2025, and

even prior to that it published very few posts.

e |ts Twitter account is entirely inactive, while its Instagram activity is also relatively
limited, suggesting that the organization deliberately seeks to avoid extensive use

of social media.

MJD

The organization’s social media pages do not contain content with an overtly political
character or with extremist ideological associations. Rather, these platforms focus on
youth-oriented social activities, empowerment workshops featuring Muslims who have
attained senior positions in academia, culture, and business, protest activity against anti-
Muslim racism, workshops introducing the foundations of the Muslim faith, community
volunteering initiatives, and similar programming. The content is notably careful to avoid
engagement with political issues of any kind. The organization’s website emphasizes that
its role is to assist Muslim youth in Germany in developing their Muslim identity in a

balanced manner, without extremism of any kind.

e The organization’s official YouTube channel has been inactive for the past nine

years.

IGMG

The organization’s activity on social media is focused primarily on religious, communal,
and organizational matters, including the activities of the Milli Gériis movement,

mosques, religious events, Muslim identity, and the rights of Muslims in Europe.

The organization’s website is concerned mainly with basic religious content, such as
holidays, faith, Qur'an memorization, the religious prohibition on gambling, and

reiteration of the ban on violence against women. The content also indicates that the
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organization is involved in community volunteering projects, as well as activities for youth
and women. A limited number of items on the website condemn racism and incitement
directed against Muslims. One article from 2025 denounces the criminalization of
Muslims in France solely on account of their Muslim identity. Another article from 2020

opposes proposals to ban the wearing of the hijab at universities.

Additional social media content includes religious lectures, the inauguration of clubs and
mosques for the benefit of the Muslim community in Germany, and monitoring of the
trial of the murderer of a young Turkish Muslim woman killed in Germany, allegedly on
grounds of religious hatred. A post from late 2025 called for an end to discrimination
against Muslims in the German housing market. The organization also extended
Christmas greetings to Christians and published a clear condemnation of the shooting
attack against Jews at Bondi Beach in Australia, while expressing condolences to the local

Jewish community and to the victims.

Posts were also identified marking International Human Rights Day and the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, accompanied by limited calls for an end to

the occupation and to human rights violations.

In January 2026, IGMG’s Facebook page echoed a post by Hasene, a Turkish humanitarian
organization active primarily in Africa, which had organized a ship departing from a

Turkish port for Gaza carrying a shipment of food.

On 24 May 2025, the Facebook page of the IGMG branch in the city of Bielefeld published
content that included glorification of terrorism, following the stabbing attack carried out
in Jerusalem by the Turkish imam Hasan Saklanan. The post included a video from the
attacker’s funeral accompanied by the caption “the martyr of Jerusalem.”The IGMG ©!
leadership did not publish an official condemnation of the attack or any public clarification

regarding the content, even after the page removed the video following public criticism.

Slhttps://www.juedische-allgemeine.de/meinung/diyanet-sieht-judenmoerder-als-beschuetzer-jerusalems/
An article which includes the post which was removed over time.
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In a Facebook post dated 24 May 2024, the IGMG branch in Bielefeld published a video from the funeral of

the terrorist Hasan Saklanan, who was described therein as a “martyr.”

This conduct is consistent with the public statements of the organization’s chairman,
Kemal Ergiin, who, following the October 7 attack, described Hamas’s assault as a “large-
scale operation” that, in his view, was carried out in response to actions by Israeli settlers

and security forces in recent years.5?

In addition, in an article published on 9 April 2025, the organization argued that
condemnations and international statements concerning the situation in the Gaza Strip
were insufficient and called for “concrete actions” against Israel.lt further claimed that ©3
Israel had violated international law and criticized Hungary’s decision to withdraw from
the International Criminal Court, presenting the move as evidence of the West’s “double

standards.”

e The organization’s Twitter page has been inactive since 2019.

62 https://x.com/erenguevercin/status/1793950641154318764/photo/1

63 https://camiahaber.com/2025/04/09/insanlik-filistine-bayrami-getirebilecek-
mi/?fbclid=lwZXhObgNhZWOCMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjlyMDM5MTc40DIwMDg5MgABHI9Z)szku8d-
ITvzC277gAN59yugZuUMLcHNhg9xQR5MIuZz pKO1fv64sjl aem kM2jyiclfK jEfxJAAS7Yw
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e A Telegram channel associated with the organization was identified, but it has

been inactive since 2021.

RIGD

No active social media presence on the part of the organization has been identified. The
organization’s official Facebook page has been inactive since 2021, and no other social
media accounts associated with the organization have been identified. Although a

website address exists, the page is non-functional.

EIHW

The organization’s Facebook page publishes only infrequently, and the posts that do
appear are devoted almost entirely to matters such as college registration and the

presentation of seminars on religious topics and introductory Arabic studies.

Within EIHW’s educational-religious activity in Germany, the involvement of Imam Ferid
Heider is particularly notable, as it combines senior theological authority with extensive
community engagement and the dissemination of political content framed through an
anti-Israeli narrative. Since 2023, EIHW has operated an online Islamic studies program in
German, offering courses in Islamic jurisprudence and theology.Several lecturers have %
appeared in the program’s promotional materials, including Ferid Heider. Heider is
regarded as a senior theological authority within the Islamist scene in Germany.Since ©°
2020, he has served on the Fatwa Council in Germany, a body that functions as a religious-
legal authority for institutions associated with the Muslim Brotherhood in the country.

His academic training took place in the movement’s core institutions in Europe, including

the institute in Chateau-Chinon, France, and its Frankfurt branch (DIDI), which were

64 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=833485195145332&set=a.607248751102312
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=946771513816699&set=a.607248751102312
55 https://tumulte.org/2024/01/articles/muslimische-hochschulgruppen/
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formerly directed by Yusuf al-Qaradawi, one of the Muslim Brotherhood’s leading

theologians.

Heider is known to the BfV in Germany due to key roles he has held in community
frameworks in Berlin that maintain links to the Muslim Brotherhood. Among other things,
he has been documented as having ties to the activities of the German Hamas-linked
organization PGD, as well as involvement in institutions such as the Islamic Cultural and
Educational Center (IKEZ),%® the Intercultural Center for Dialogue and Education (IZDB),
and the Teiba Mosque, which is associated with the Muslim Brotherhood network and ¢’

with senior figures in the Hamas-linked PGD.8
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In a Facebook post dated 28 March 2024, the organization published its online study program, which

presented Imam Ferid Heider as a lecturer.

In his social media activity, Heider disseminates political content characterized by an anti-

Israeli narrative and support for terrorism. He has published several videos seeking to

56 https://jungle.world/artikel/2023/44/hetze-gegen-israel-mit-islamisten-etwas-aufbauen
67 https://islamism.news/news/qatar-funds-islamist-separatism-in-germany/
88https://www.themoviedb.org/person/3974231-ferid-heider
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justify Hamas’s 7 October attack, presenting it as a legitimate response to political

circumstances and comparing it to other military conflicts around the world.®®

In a video published on 5 February 2025, he compared Israel’s actions to periods of
imperialism and colonialism, employing terms such as “occupation,” “population
transfer,” and “ethnic cleansing.”In his remarks, he portrayed the Palestinians as an 7°
“indigenous population” whose voice is not being heard, and argued that Israel acts from
a position of cultural superiority that enables it to take control of territory while

completely disregarding the local population.
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In an Instagram post dated 5 February 2025, Heider portrayed Israel’s actions as “ethnic cleansing” and as
a form of neo-colonialist policy.
In an additional post dated 6 February 2024, he shared an excerpt from a podcast by the

Palestinian public figure Mustafa Barghouti and accused Israel of committing “war

crimes” against the civilian population in Gaza.”*

69 Tiktok.com/@ferid heider/video/7287652267027713312
70 https://www.instagram.com/p/DFsga7HNZvc/
1 https://www.instagram.com/p/C3BdFEftxlo/
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4. Key Points Regarding the Funding of Organizations
Identified with the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany

The Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany operates as a “labyrinthine organizational
structure” composed of semi-independent entities connected through ideology and
through personal and familial ties. This mechanism complicates efforts to fully map
funding routes and financial flows among the various bodies. German intelligence
authorities currently define the network’s economic strategy as one of the most complex
threats, insofar as it combines financial resilience with the construction of a “parallel
society". According to the 2023 report of the North Rhine’?-Westphalia Office for the
Protection of the Constitution, the movement’s sources of funding - and those of
organizations associated with it in Germany, foremost among them the DMG - are based
primarily on internal donations and economic activity, while full details regarding the

identity of donors or the scale of financial flows are not publicly disclosed.”?

In 2022, a clear trend emerged in Germany toward stricter public and institutional
oversight of financial transfers to Islamic associations alleged to have ideological or
organizational links to the Muslim Brotherhood network. In this context, the German
parliament discussed, in April 2022, a dedicated legislative proposal aimed at monitoring
the funding sources of organizations associated with “political Islam,” foremost among
them the Muslim Brotherhood, with the goal of drying up their financial resources within

the country.”

In recent years, concerns have increased regarding external funding - particularly from
Qatar and Turkey - which is seen as helping to consolidate these infrastructures, alongside
financial flows from the United Kingdom to activities in Berlin. Although intelligence
assessments and repeated parliamentary discussions have taken place on this issue,

public funding for various bodies has continued in some federal states, partly because of

72https://www.europarabct.com/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%
73 https://www.im.nrw/system/files/media/document/file/vsb2023 muslimbruderschaft.pdf
74https://www.europarabct.com/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%
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the difficulty of proving a direct connection when activity is conducted through registered

associations that in practice function as front organizations.

A. Key Funding Bodies for the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany

Islamic Relief Deutschland (IRD)

The German branch of Islamic Relief was established in Cologne in 1996 and is regarded
as one of the most prominent Islamic charitable organizations operating in the country
in the field of humanitarian assistance. Alongside its declared activities’®, institutional
and personal links have been alleged between IRD and actors associated with the
Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany, including the DMG. In 2015, the association
was mentioned as a sponsor of DMG events, and in 2016 it was described as a principal

sponsor of activities conducted by the youth organization MID.

For many years, the association operated on the basis of community donations within
Germany, while also benefiting from substantial institutional funding, including support
from German government bodies and European Union institutions. Beginning in 2020,
however, the authorities’ approach toward the organization shifted. In December 2020,
the German government announced the suspension of funding for new IRD projects after
security and domestic intelligence authorities determined that there were “significant
personal links” between the organization’s leadership and the Muslim Brotherhood
network.ment funding, the Despite the termination of direct German govern 7°

association’s activities did not cease entirely. IRD projects continued to receive indirect
funding as part of European Union programs channeled through federal bodies in

Germany.”’

The organization’s public standing was also undermined by revelations of antisemitic

expressions among its senior officials and allegations of tolerance toward terrorist

Shttps://www.europarabct.com/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%
78https://www.global-influence-ops.com/germany-cuts-funding-for-muslim-brotherhood-linked-charity/

77 https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article248958228/Islamic-Relief-EU-finanziert-Projekt-von-deutsch-muslimischem-
Hilfswerk-mit-Verbindungen-zu-Islamisten.html
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organizations.A central element in the suspicion directed at the association stems 78
from its affiliation with the international Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) network,
headquartered in the United Kingdom, which has been designated in Israel and in Judea
and Samaria as an unlawful association due to its alleged links to the Muslim Brotherhood
and Hamas.Among other things, it has been reported that former senior officials in 7°
IRW included prominent Muslim Brotherhood activists, and that trustees and directors
within the organization - including Ibrahim El-Zayat - also held roles in European and
German branches of Islamic Relief.In addition, cooperation between IRD and the #°
Turkish organization /HH, which was outlawed in Germany on grounds of terrorist

financing, has been documented.!

From a regulatory perspective, IRD formally complies with the reporting and oversight
requirements applicable to associations in Germany; in practice, however, it maintains
only partial transparency. For example, in its 2024 financial report, the organization
details the geographical destinations of its aid and the relevant fields of activity, yet
consistently refrains from disclosing the identities of the “local partners” responsible for
implementing projects on the ground. The absence of this information makes it
impossible to verify that funds are not being transferred to extremist actors or to entities
associated with the Muslim Brotherhood network.Moreover, the organization’s #2
economic structure relies on substantial transfers to the global IRW network,which
further complicates efforts to trace the ultimate destination of donations collected in

Germany.

The association makes use of its humanitarian image as a tool for securing public
legitimacy and access to institutional resources. Although its public standing was

damaged following the findings of security authorities in 2020, it continues to operate as

78 https://fowid.de/meldung/islamic-relief-deutschland

79 https://nbctf.mod.gov.il/he/Documents/NBCTFlsrael%20-%20Terror%200rganization%20Designation%20List%20-
%2007FEB2020.xIsx

80 https://www.global-influence-ops.com/germany-cuts-funding-for-muslim-brotherhood-linked-charity/

81 https://fowid.de/meldung/islamic-relief-deutschland

82 https://www.islamicrelief.de/fileadmin/user-upload/pdf/Jahresbericht/IRD-Jahresbericht-2024.pdf

83 https://www.zeit.de/2021/21/terrorismus-finanzierung-hamas-muslimbruederschaft-antisemitismus
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a lawful entity while shifting the center of gravity of its economic activity toward private

fundraising.®*

Europe Trust

Europe Trust was registered in 1996 in the United Kingdom as a charitable trust and is
presented publicly as a philanthropic body that manages assets and investments in
support of social and economic projects for Muslim communities in Europe.However, &
according to an analysis by the European Centre for Counterterrorism and Intelligence
Studies (ECCI), the trust is also described as a financial infrastructure of significance for

the Muslim Brotherhood network in Europe, and in Germany in particular.®®

The trust operates in a structure resembling a real-estate investment fund and holds
assets with an estimated value of more than £8.5 million, generating annual revenues of
approximately £1.4 million.Rental income from these properties is reportedly &’
channeled informally to a broad network of organizations associated with the Muslim
Brotherhood.This model provides the network with economic resilience, since even 88
when external funding is interrupted, the assets continue to generate a steady income
stream that supports its organizational infrastructure. Researchers and security officials
have described the trust’s structure as having “mafia-like” characteristics, which make it

difficult for tax authorities to trace financial flows.

The trust’s strategic importance lies in its capacity to create an infrastructural base for
sustained activity. During a parliamentary discussion in Germany in 2022, it was noted
that the trust - described as a financial instrument attributed to the Muslim Brotherhood

network in the United Kingdom - had acquired a property complex in Berlin that serves as

84 https://fowid.de/meldung/islamic-relief-deutschland

85 https://www.dokumentationsstelle.at/fileadmin/dpi/publikationen/DPl_MB_AustriaGermany.pdf

86 https://www.europarabct.com

87 https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/-/charity-details/4007138/financial-
history? uk gov ccew_onereg charitydetails web portlet CharityDetailsPortlet organisationNumber=4007138
88 https://www.europarabct.com/
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a hub of activity for associations and actors within the Islamist sphere who are under close

surveillance by the Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz (BfV).8°

German Member of Parliament Christoph de Vries referred to this acquisition as an
indication of the establishment of an organizational infrastructure for political Islam in
Germany, constituting a strategic anchor point for Muslim Brotherhood activity in the

country under a veneer of legitimacy.

The Inssan Association

The Inssan association in Berlin was founded in 2002 and presents itself as a civil-society
organization focused on empowering Muslims and combating anti-Muslim racism.lts *°
activities include the provision of advisory services, the documentation of cases of
discrimination, and the development of leadership within the Muslim community.
Despite its moderate and modern public image, the association constitutes a strategic
node within the Muslim Brotherhood network in Germany and has, over the years, served
as a key bridge between political Islam and the German establishment.Already in its °!
early years, it was classified in reports of the Berlin Office for the Protection of the
Constitution between 2007 and 2009 as an association closely linked to the Muslim

Brotherhood network.

Social media:

83 https://www.europarabct.com

https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/019/2001962.pdf

% https://www.instagram.com/inssan_e.v/

9 https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/mutmassliche-naehe-zu-islamismus-vorwuerfe-an-berliner-100.html
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The association worked to establish religious infrastructures in Berlin and received
donations from actors in the Gulf, including the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and Qatar.
Insaan's®? connection to the Muslim Brotherhood is rooted in personal and managerial
ties to Ibrahim El-Zayat, who is widely regarded as the most senior financial and
organizational figure of the Muslim Brotherhood in Europe. In 2008, the association’s
then chairwoman, Lydia Nofal, acknowledged in an interview with Tagesspiegel her
direct ties to Ibrahim El-Zayat and to the DMG. 3 Despite its intelligence classification
and its clear links to the network, Nofal succeeded in entering positions of influence

within the SPD and in governmental advisory committees on combating racism.

In addition, Ismet Misirlioglu served on the association’s advisory board while
simultaneously acting as head of the Berlin branch of Islamic Relief, an organization in

whose global leadership El-Zayat held key positions.

Findings from a 2021 investigation by the newspaper Die Welt exposed links between the
association’s leadership and Hamas-related infrastructures in Germany.According to **

the investigation, the association’s director, Mohamad Hajjaj, served in 2014 as head of

92 https://vunv1863.wordpress.com/2018/03/31/berlin-die-marketing-abteilung/

93 https://al-ain.com/article/muslim-brotherhood-women-faces-germany

% https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article229101711/Berlin-beruft-Islamisten-in-Kommission-gegen-antimuslimischen-
Rassismus.html
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the capital office of the PGD, which at that time was classified by the Berlin Senate’s
Interior Department as an organization of Hamas supporters. Hajjaj also served as deputy
chairman of the Teiba Center, an institution defined by German intelligence as a Muslim

Brotherhood hub maintaining links with Hamas-affiliated actors.

The association’s survival and growth despite intelligence warnings are rooted in a
strategy of “legalist Islamism” - that is, the use of democratic values and liberal discourse
in order to advance an Islamist agenda. Under the leadership of Nofal and Hajjaj, the
association succeeded in securing German public funding estimated at more than €1.37
million over the past decade, under the cover of anti-discrimination projects.Hajjaj °°
was also appointed in 2021 to the Berlin government’s expert commission on combating
racism, where he has used the language of human rights and minority inclusion to secure
institutional legitimacy and deflect criticism of his ties to extremist networks. Security
experts have described this mode of operation as a “wolf in sheep’s clothing,” enabling

deep penetration into the German establishment while exploiting state budgets.

B. External and international funding

Organizations associated with the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany rely not only on local

bodies, but also on external support and international cooperation:

e In 2022, external funding from Qatar and Turkey was revealed in connection
with the Dar al-Salam mosque and center in Berlin, which is associated with the
Muslim Brotherhood. This pattern®® is particularly evident in the Wedding district,
which has become a stronghold of political Islam. Through both domestic and
external funding, a network of mosques, shops, and cultural centers has been

established in the area, generating a “parallel society” on the ground.

% https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article229101711/Berlin-beruft-Islamisten-in-Kommission-gegen-antimuslimischen-
Rassismus.html
% https://www.europarabct.com/
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e RIGD: The organization does not rely solely on membership fees and local
donations, but also maintains cooperative ties with Qatar Charity, which funds
part of its activities.The organization regularly participates in charitable °’

initiatives promoted by the foundation in Germany and across Europe.

¢ DPMG: The association works to raise donations for humanitarian campaigns in
the Gaza Strip and receives support and promotion from the PGD.Since 8
October 7, 2023, the association has transferred more than $100,000 to the Gaza-

based health services organization UHCC - The Union of Health Care Committees.

99

97 https://thearabcenter.org

%8 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=840439148120443&set=a.546778540819840
https://etosmedia.de/politik/spendenaufruf-fuer-das-fluechtlingslager-yarmouk/

9 https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=775792251251800&set=pch.775792277918464
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=819308276900197&set=a.546778540819840
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1079837917513897&set=a.546778540819840
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1171627451668276&set=a.546778540819840
https://www.facebook.com/www.dpmgev.de/posts/pfbid025pjYn499Y78emG8fZ3QsgCxYSwVQu8YxerVaYwobhsZNTXvnGiCYZmkdq
KzYgoJal
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1265534062277614&set=a.546778540819840
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1223990893098598&set=a.546778540819840
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In a Facebook post dated 17 January 2024, DPMG published receipts documenting financial transfers

to health services in the Gaza Strip.100
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5. Summary and Insights

The network of organizations associated with the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany
currently operates as a sophisticated “labyrinthine structure,” combining legitimate
religious and educational activity with covert political influence. Despite mounting
security pressure and the tightening of state oversight in recent years - particularly
following the events of October 7 - there is no clear indication of any substantive decline

in the network’s strength.

Rather, what can be identified is a process of “strategic repositioning,” based on the
adoption of a moderate public discourse aimed at preserving the rights of Muslims in the
country while simultaneously reducing digital activity. This strategy enables the
Brotherhood’s front organizations to preserve their institutional resilience and maintain
their foothold within Muslim communities, while reducing overt friction with law-

enforcement authorities.

The success of Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations among the Muslim
population in Germany is reflected in the MOTRA Monitor 2024/25 report, published in
March 2026 by the MOTRA research network, in coordination with Germany’s Federal
Criminal Police Office (Bundeskriminalamt) and funded by the German Federal Ministry

of the Interior.101

According to the report’s findings, 33.6% of Muslims under the age of 40 are latent
supporters of Islamism, while 11.5% identify as overt Islamists. In other words, 45.1% of
Muslims in this age group in Germany may be classified as either overt or covert
Islamists. This figure reflects an upward trend compared with similar surveys conducted
in previous years. In 2021, when the MOTRA survey was conducted for the first time,
22.3% of German Muslims under the age of 40 were classified as overt or covert Islamists.

The most recent MOTRA survey data thus indicate that the proportion of young Islamists

101 https://www.motra.info/motra-monitor-2024-25/
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in Germany effectively doubled between 2021 and 2025. The MOTRA study identified

social media as a central factor contributing to the radicalization of attitudes among
German Muslims, alongside the continuing conflict in the Middle East, which has further
encouraged such radicalization. Additional findings from the MOTRA survey show that
23.8% of Muslims in Germany (across all age groups) agreed with the statement, “Islamic
theocracy is the best form of government.” Similarly, 25.1% of Muslim respondents in the
country agreed with the statement, “The rules of the Qur’an are more important to me

than the laws of Germany.”

These findings reinforce the need to monitor Muslim Brotherhood activity in Germany in
order to prevent further radicalization among the country’s Muslim population, as well as
the possible spillover of individuals holding extreme Islamist views into incitement or

terrorist activity.

Key Organizations

German Muslim Community (DMG):

An umbrella organization bringing together dozens of associations and mosques of Sunni

Muslims in Germany.

The central and longest-standing organization associated with the Muslim Brotherhood
network in Germany. The DMG operates as an umbrella body bringing together dozens
of Islamic centers and mosques, and serves as the principal institutional axis for
preserving the movement’s ideology in Germany. Its activities focus on consolidating
social and political influence while outwardly promoting messages of integration,
alongside maintaining a deep ideological affinity with Muslim Brotherhood doctrine

among its members.
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The Muslim Youth in Germany (MJD):

The youth movement of the DMG, active among German-speaking Muslim youth. Its
primary objective is to strengthen religious-political identity and prevent cultural
“assimilation” into Western society. The movement invests considerable resources in
cultivating a future generation of Muslim leadership, while creating a social environment

that encourages a certain degree of ideological separation from the mainstream.

Islamic Community Milli Géris (IGMG):

An umbrella organization uniting mosques and associations of Muslims of Turkish origin

residing in Germany.

One of the largest and most influential Islamic organizations in Germany, maintaining
complex ties with the Muslim Brotherhood network. The organization operates an
extensive network of mosques and educational institutions and works to advance the
interests of the Muslim community, particularly those of Turkish origin. Despite its
declarations of loyalty to the constitution, it remains under scrutiny due to positions seen

as challenging liberal-democratic principles.

Council of Imams and Scholars in Germany (RIGD):
An institution for the training of Muslim religious personnel.

The council of imams and scholars that serves as the religious-legal authority of the
network in Germany. The council is engaged in issuing rulings (fatwas) and guiding the
community on matters of religion and state. Its central role is to render Muslim
Brotherhood ideology accessible to local audiences and to provide religious legitimacy for

the political and social activities of the other organizations within the network.
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European Institute for Human Sciences (EIHW):
A Muslim educational framework for the training of leaders.

An academic-religious institution dedicated to training imams and religious leaders in the
spirit of Muslim Brotherhood values. The institute functions as a strategic educational
arm, ensuring that the next generation of religious figures in Germany adopts a worldview
aligned with the principles of political Islam, while adapting these principles to the

realities of life in Europe.

Organizations associated with the Muslim Brotherhood in Germany adopt a recurring
pattern of overlapping roles, whereby key activists simultaneously manage organizations

and associations across three complementary axes:

1. The infrastructure and financing axis:

Ibrahim El-Zayat stands out as a key figure in the network in Germany in particular, and
in Europe more broadly. His activities illustrate how the concentration of roles—from
managing real estate and investment funds (Europe Trust), through leading national
organizations (DMG), to involvement in human rights associations such as Inssan—
enables broad control over the flexible channeling of funds and the obscuring of financial
trails. Alongside investment and real-estate infrastructures, significant humanitarian fund
transfers to Gaza have also been identified through associations linked to the pro-Hamas

delegitimation network.

2. The training and European coordination axis:
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The overlap of roles between the leadership of organizations in Germany and the Muslim
Brotherhood’s umbrella bodies in Europe ensures full synchronization between pan-
European strategy and its implementation at the local level. Institutions such as the
European Institute for Human Sciences (EIHW) in Frankfurt constitute a critical pillar in
preserving the movement’s ideology by training the next generation of leadership in

Germany.

3. The local operational axis:

Key activists are embedded in associations perceived as legitimate and benefiting from
public funding and support, such as Inssan, which has received extensive government
funding. This pattern includes participation in advisory mechanisms, governmental
forums, and even candidacy within local political parties, thereby enabling indirect and

sustained influence over state institutions.

o Gaps between declaration and practice: There appears to be a discrepancy
between outward-facing messages and internal content disseminated within the
community, which, according to assessments by security authorities, may be at

odds with Germany’s constitutional values.

e Aspiration to the status of “exclusive representation”: The organizations appear
to be making a deliberate effort to establish themselves as the principal
representatives of the Muslim community vis-a-vis the government, thereby

securing public legitimacy and access to resources.

o Links to external organizations and causes: There are clear ideological affinities
and political support for the Palestinian cause and for Hamas, expressed primarily
through advocacy activity and fundraising, although the boundary between

civilian assistance and support for political infrastructures often remains blurred.
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¢ Influence on the younger generation: Through educational and youth networks,
emphasis is placed on preserving a dominant religious identity, raising concerns

about the emergence of a “parallel society” that may hinder full integration.

e Use, at times, of anti-Israeli and even terror-supportive discourse: Since October
7, an increase has been identified in the use of rhetoric denying the legitimacy of
Israel’s existence (“from the river to the sea”), as well as in expressions of support

for and justification of the October 7 attack.

o Complexity of the financial structure: Funding is based on a combination of local
donations, real-estate investments, and foreign financing from Gulf states, while
the lack of full transparency makes it difficult to assess the political interests

associated with these funds.

Taken together, this structure allows the network to present itself as a collection of
independent and decentralized organizations, while in practice functioning as a
centralized mechanism managed by a small group of activists serving the interests of the

parent movement.

The emerging trend points to the continuation of activity with heightened caution,
alongside growing integration into civilian, educational, and political centers of influence.
The ability of German intelligence bodies - foremost among them the Bundesamt fiir
Verfassungsschutz (BfV) - to curb the network’s further development, depends to a
considerable extent on their capacity to draw a clear legal and public distinction between
freedom of religious worship and its exploitation for the purposes of political

radicalization.
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